FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Media Contact:

Maya Richmond, Executive Director
856-424-2288 ext. 109

director@awanj.org
Www.awanj.org

Animal Welfare Association Forms Partnership with Columbia Bank
for P.A.W.S. Program

February 9, 2021

Voorhees, NJ — Animal Welfare Association (AWA) has a newly formed partnership with Columbia Bank
as a program partner for AWA’s P.AW.S. Program. AWA’s P.A.W.S. (People Achieving With Support)
Program engages students and clients with animal wellness activities and humane education events.
Columbia Bank has provided the program with $3,500 to use towards the programs activities and
initiatives.

“This partnership will allow the P.A.W.S. program to continue, especially during COVID when almost all
of the engagement with the groups in the program is done remotely,” says AWA’s Volunteer and
Outreach Coordinator, Alicia Haley.

With Columbia Bank’s sponsorship of the program this year, AWA was able to purchase shirts that are
dedicated solely to the P.A.W.S. Program participants. The students and clients will wear the shirts while
they are at their facilities working on projects for AWA and then once in-person activities, they will be
able to come into the shelter to volunteer with their personalized P.A.W.S. Volunteer shirts. Not only
does the sponsorship cover the cost associated with the shirts, but it provides AWA with the opportunity
to purchase even more supplies to provide boxes of materials for the P.A.W.S. participants to create
enrichment activities for the AWA’s shelter animals. These boxes will be filled with various materials
such as pipe cleaners, fleece material, construction paper, carboard tubes, catnip, dog and cat treats,
and more

“The enrichment toys are given to the animals to play with and provide mental stimulation during their
stay at AWA's animal shelter,” says AWA’s Volunteer and Outreach Coordinator, Alicia Haley. “Itis a
mutually beneficial relationship between the P.A.W.S. Program participants and the animals.”

AWA’s P.A.W.S. program was created in 2018 to expand the opportunities of school groups and
organizations in the area to be able to provide students and clients with the ability to be a part of the
AWA volunteer program and giving them meaningful tasks that will benefit the cognitive development
of the individual.

For more information about Animal Welfare Association, please visit https://www.awanj.org
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Animal Welfare Association, a private, non-profit, 501(c)3 animal welfare organization, serves the
people and animals of southern New Jersey. AWA is dedicated to eliminating animal suffering,
promoting the importance of the human-animal bond, and improving the role of animals in the well-
being of people. Through a variety of programs including adoptions, veterinary services, pet therapy,
and humane education. AWA is South Jersey’s leader in progressive companion animal care.
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Photo Caption: Bill Cossaboon of Columbia Bank (center) giving check to Maya Richmond, Executive
Director at AWA (right), and Alicia Haley, Volunteer and Outreach Coordinator at AWA (left), holding
snuffle mats made by P.A.W.S. Volunteers.



